
Appendix 5
(Mrs Holt)

My name is Wendy Holt, a resident in Darvill Road for over 30 years.
 
I object to the change of use of Searle and Taylor House to B1 business office use on the following 
grounds.
 
Historically Darvill Road was an unmade road, adopted and widened to ensure the safe passage of 
emergency and service vehicles to pass, with access to agricultural land at top of the cul de sac. When 
the office/showroom was constructed at the bottom of the road, a pavement had to be built making 
the road narrower alongside the building.
 
Darvill Road is used for residents and their visitors.  Many of the properties do not have off street 
parking and currently the road is at capacity. Space has to be available for emergency and service 
vehicles, tankers, carers, deliveries and visitors. The service roads along the front of the properties 
facing Winchester Road cannot be obstructed by law, proved by a successful prosecution. The 
highways car parks at the bottom of road are used by residents and their visitors, people catching the 
bus, school children and mail collection.
 
The proposed office occupancy rate of employee vehicles is impossible to accommodate on the site. 
The proposed incoming company are publicising the fact they are growing fast. A practical solution 
would be for them to hire land away from site and bus employees in as has been done historically by 
a previous occupant.
 
This however has to be enforceable, the company officially prohibiting from parking in Darvill Road, 
on the service roads and the highways car parks. In the past residents have been unable to get in and 
out of their properties due to obstruction.
 
Another problem with a large IT company moving into the area is reducing the broadband speeds for 
everyone.  They are around 10 megabits now which is fairly low. The only way to avoid this is for them 
to pay for a fibre optic cable to be laid between the office and the exchange. I have researched these 
facts.
 
I appeal to you to consider the local environment and residents in the immediate area, please don’t 
allow their lives and freedom of movement to be made impossible.


